










Gateway to Asia

SEASON MONTHS CONDITIONS TEMPERATURE (°C) TEMPERATURE (°F)

Dry May – October Warm & dry sunny 
days and cool nights 21°C – 32°C 70°F – 90°F

Wet November – April High humidity & 
Monsoonal rains 25°C – 33°C 77°F – 91°F

Fast Facts about the Northern Territory 

The Darwin lifestyle offers

> Safe, modern, friendly city in a tropical climate

> A relaxed outdoor lifestyle in unspoiled surroundings and beaches

> Easy to get around by bus, bicycle or on foot

>
International airport with direct flights to and from Singapore,  

Kuala Lumpur, Bali and Manila

>
Recreational and sporting activities including fishing, sailing, rock climbing, 

golf, tennis, football, soccer, rugby, cricket and more

> A diverse and multicultural population

> A range of religious services and places of worship

Geographically closer to seven major cities in Asia than any other Australian capital, 
Darwin stands as Australia’s gateway to Asia.

1.4 million square kilometres.  

That is: Over 1/3 of the size of China; larger 

than India; and equal to the combined landmass 

of Indonesia, Thailand, Malaysia, Vietnam, 

Philippines, Cambodia and Bangladesh. 

Northern Territory: 245,100 people 

Greater Darwin: 140,400 people 

Median age of the NT population is  

31 years compared with a national  

median age of 38 years. 

Tropical climate
Northern Territory’s proximity to the equator contributes to unique weather patterns. 

There are two official seasons: the ‘Wet’ and the ‘Dry’. 

Australia’s 3rd  
largest region

Population

(Source: ABS Labour Force Survey)

Public  
transport
International students pay 

discounted public transport rates.

Excellent  
career prospects
The NT has a low unemployment 

rate of 3.5%. 

Uluru (Ayers Rock)
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Study Locations

Courses are delivered in accordance with CDU policies, procedures and admissions requirements. Students are enrolled as CDU students and follow the 
same CDU curriculum and assessment and will graduate with a degree from Charles Darwin University. 

Waterfront Campus, Darwin
CDU School of Business is located in 

a purpose built brand new premises in 

downtown Darwin on the Waterfront. 

This is close to Darwin Convention 

Centre, five star hotels, cafes, 

restaurants and shops.

CDU has 24,000 students and more than 2000 international students from 58 
different countries providing a truly multicultural environment for study and career 
development. The main campus is located in Darwin, Northern Territory (NT) with 
study locations across the NT and also in Sydney and Melbourne.

Casuarina Campus, Darwin
The Casuarina campus is the 

main University campus located 

14 kilometres from the city centre. 

The beautiful 56-hectare lush tropical 

garden campus comprises state-of-

the-art facilities including specialised 

science, engineering, health, medical 

and pharmacy laboratories, a library 

and student accommodation. 

The campus is close to the beach 

and Darwin’s largest shopping precinct. 

It is serviced by public transport and is 

connected to the suburbs and city centre 

by extensive cycle tracks. The majority 

of CDU’s international students study 

at this campus. 

Waterfront Campus, Darwin

Palmerston Campus,  
Northern Territory 
The Palmerston campus is located 

20 kilometres from Darwin’s city 

centre and within walking distance of 

Palmerston City Centre. The campus 

has modern state-of-the-art facilities, 

including a large training kitchen, 

bakery and bar, and a commercial 

training restaurant.

Alice Springs Campus,  
Northern Territory 
The Alice Springs campus is the major 

educational hub catering for students 

in the town and in central Australia. 

The campus includes a modern lecture 

theatre, specialist IT classrooms, 

clinical training laboratory for Nursing 

and Science laboratory for higher 

education. 

Sydney and Melbourne
CDU offers selected degree courses in 

Melbourne and Sydney. CDU Sydney is 

exclusively managed by Charles Darwin 

University. cdu.edu.au/international/Sydney 

CDU CRICOS PROVIDER NO. 03286A (NSW).

CDU Melbourne is in association with 

Australia Technical and Management 

College (ATMC) cdumelbourne.com 

CDU CRICOS Provider No: 00300K (VIC) 

ATMC CRICOS PROVIDER NO: 03013D

Casuarina 
Palmerston

Alice Springs

Melbourne

Sydney

SA

WA

NSW

QLD

TAS

VIC

NT

Waterfront

Casuarina Campus, Darwin
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Computer Labs International House, Darwin

CDU Bookshop Office of International Services

University Café Main Entrance

Library Gym

Mal Nairn Auditorium Medical Centre
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At Charles Darwin University we look 

after our students well and you can enjoy 

a variety of activities and facilities such as 

a comprehensive orientation program and 

end of semester party, as well as access 

to sports facilities, the Chinese and 

Indonesian gardens and the CDU Student 

Ambassadors Program. The environment 

and location of the CDU campuses sets 

the scene for a memorable stay in the 

Northern Territory.

Student Life 
at CDU

GraduationShopping and Dining 

Chinese GardenStudent Square

Festivals and EventsSports Activities 

Outdoor ActivitiesDarwin City

Student AmbassadorsOrientation 

International Student LoungesStudent Classrooms

Casuarina Campus, Darwin 
Photograph taken by CDU international student Abhishek Lal
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Academic and  
English Language Support 
International students can access free tutoring, 

workshops, seminars for academic assignments, 

writing, critical thinking and referencing, research and 

reading, to assist with improving academic skills.

Visit: cdu.edu.au/allsp

Airport Pick-up
CDU offers free pick up from Darwin International 

Airport for new international students during peak 

arrival periods (February/July).

Careers and Employment Support 
The Careers and Employment team is available to 

assist students identify potential career interests, 

and prepare for job search, provide information 

on career planning and prepare an effective 

job application.

Visit: cdu.edu.au/equity-services/careers-

employment

Disability Services
CDU is committed to providing an accessible 

supportive, safe and inclusive learning environment 

for students with disabilities.

Visit: cdu.edu.au/equity-services/disability-services

Inter-Campus Bus Services 
Free bus services for students operate between 

campuses during each semester. The bus service is not 

available during semester breaks and public holidays.

Visit: cdu.edu.au/current-students/transport

International Student Support
CDU’s International student support team provides 

dedicated advice and support on a range of matters 

related to studying as an international student.

Visit: cdu.edu.au/international/current-students

Student Counselling 
CDU provides professional, confidential and 

free counselling services to students to assist 

in adjusting to life in a new environment and the 

transitions to university study.

Visit: cdu.edu.au/equity-services/counselling

Student Support and Services

Charles Darwin University offers a wide range of support services which are 
available free of charge to all students. This includes counselling, assistance in 
finding accommodation, careers advice and study support. Dedicated CDU staff 
will assist in developing your study plan and help you to stay on track academically 
during your time at the university.

Research Scholarships: 
>> International Postgraduate Research 

Scholarships (IPRS) 

>> Prestigious International Research Tuition 

Scholarships (PIRTS)

For more information; 

Visit: cdu.edu.au/research/ori/scholarships

Coursework Scholarships: 
Vice-Chancellors International High Achievers 

Scholarship (VCIHAS)

This scholarship provides 25 and 50 per cent tuition 

fee scholarships for commencing international 

students who demonstrate a record of academic 

excellence and high achievement.

For more information; 

Visit: cdu.edu.au/international/future-students/

scholarships

The Australian Government extensive  

scholarship program 

Australia Awards Scholarships contribute to the 

long-term objectives of developing countries to 

promote growth and stability. The generous and 

prestigious scholarships provide an opportunity to 

the next generation of global leaders to undertake 

study, research and professional development 

in Australia.

For more information; 

Visit: cdu.edu.au/international/future-students/

scholarships

Study in Australia’s Northern Territory 

Government Scholarship:

Available to eligible VET and Higher Education students. 

For more information: 

cdu.edu.au/international/future-students/scholarships 

Scholarships

Charles Darwin University offers scholarships that are exclusiverly available to 
international students and provides information about other scholarships available 
through governments, international organisations and other funding bodies.

Facilities and services on campus

>> Accommodation Services  

>> Banking (ATM machine 

facility)    

>> Bookshop    

>> Cafe   

>> Childcare    

>> Gymnasium  

>> International Student 

Lounges    

>> IT Support  

>> Learning Spaces    

>> Library    

>> Medical Centre  

>> Post Office    

>> Security  

>> Sports facilities for 

basketball, cricket, 

football, etc.,   

>> Transport

> > >

> >

> >

>

> > >

> >

> >
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General Living Expenses
Students should not expect to fund their studies 

or living costs in Australia through part-time 

employment. The Department of Immigration and 

Border Protection (DIBP) recommends a single 

student should budget $19,830 per year for living 

cost. A married student will need an additional 

$6,515 per year for a spouse, $3,720 for first child 

and $2790 per year per additional child.

Visit: border.gov.au/Trav/Stud/More/Student-Visa-

Living-Costs-and-Evidence-of-Funds

On-Campus Accommodation
International House Darwin (IHD) is located on the 

Casuarina campus and provides a safe and secure 

residential community. IHD has 334 rooms in 17 

self-standing multi-level buildings.  

For more information and to apply; 

Visit: cdu.edu.au/ihd

CDU Off-Campus  
Accommodation Service 
The CDU Off-campus accommodation service is 

designed to assist new and continuing students to 

find appropriate accommodation while studying at 

CDU. This free and confidential service provides 

information and advice on housing options, 

tenancy advice and support and assistance 

with accommodation problems.

Visit: cdu.edu.au/equity

Accommodation

Accommodation Table: Estimated Weekly Expenses for Single Student

TYPE IHD UNILODGE 
DARWIN

SHARED 
ACCOMMODATION

RENTAL 
ACCOMMODATION

Rent $140-$207 $179-$310 $150-$350 $300-$1000

Utilities 
(Gas, Electricity & water)

Included in rent Included in rent $15-$30 $40-$60

Internet Included in rent Included in rent $10-$20 $20-$40

Establishment 
cost (Bond)

- - $600-$1400 
(4 weeks advanced rent)

$1200-$4000 
(4 weeks advanced rent)

Food and 
Groceries $80-$200 $80-$200 $80-$200 $80-$200

Public Transport $7 $7 $7 $7

Entertainment $40-$60 $40-$60 $40-$60 $40-$60

Total $267-$474 $306-$577 $302-$667 $487-$1367

Charles Darwin University offers on-campus accommodation for students at  
the Casuarina campus within a 2 minute walk of the library and other amenities.  
Off-campus accommodation options include purpose-built student accommodation 
(e.g. UniLodge), private rental accommodation and Homestay.

An approximate weekly expense for a single student is provided as a rough estimate. 
Actual costings may differ based on individual lifestyle.

Your cost of living and studying in Australia will depend on the lifestyle you choose to lead. The tables 

below give an idea of how much you will spend. Generally, allow between $20,000 and $25,000 per year 

for your living expenses. Also budget $500 approximately for books and stationery each semester.

 

UniLodge Off-Campus 
Accommodation
UniLodge Darwin student accommodation opened 

in February 2015 offering students a modern and 

convenient living environment only 800 metres 

from Charles Darwin University, Casuarina 

campus. UniLodge Darwin is a purpose built 

student accommodation building and residents 

can choose from a range of accommodation 

options at different price levels. 

Visit: unilodge.com.au/lodge/darwin/
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Academic Entry Requirements

Postgraduate

Coursework Programs 

The minimum requirement for the admission to a 

postgraduate course is the completion of bachelor’s 

degree as per the University’s qualification 

assessment guide. 

Applicants may also be required to satisfy specific 

course requirements, such as a minimum overall 

grade score, prerequisite knowledge or work 

experience. 

Research Programs 

Applicants must have successfully completed  

the equivalent of an Australian honours degree  

or masters degree.

Undergraduate 
The minimum academic entry requirements  

for admission to an undergraduate course is the 

completion of a qualification deemed equivalent 

to Australian Year 12 as per the University’s 

qualification assessment guide.

Applicants may also be required to satisfy specific 

course requirements such as minimum overall 

grade score or prerequisite knowledge.

Vocational Education and Training (VET)

Diploma and Advanced Diploma Programs: 

A qualification equivalent to Australian Year 12 

Certificate Level Programs

A qualification equivalent to Australian Year 11

Pathways 
Students can qualify for entry into a CDU bachelor’s 

degree by completing a CDU VET qualification.  

Certificate IV
(up to 40 Credit Points)

Diploma
(up to 80 Credit Points)

Advanced Diploma
(up to 160 Credit Points)

Bachelor’s Degree

Advanced Standing 
Student seeking advance standing for previous 

studies must submit HE113 Application for 

Exemption Form and provide details documents 

including unit outline/s or course syllabus which 

clearly mentions aims and objectives, learning 

outcomes, full semester’s week-to-week topic 

guide, assessment information and subject 

weightage and books/readings/reference lists.

The process time vary as all Advanced Standing 

applications must be approved by our college 

or school. 

CDU Academic and English  
Entry Requirements

Course / Test IELTS 
(Academic Module)

PTE 
(Academic Module)

TOEFL 
(iBT)

Postgraduate courses 
and Research courses

A minimum overall score of 
6.5 with no and less than 6.0 
in each module

A minimum overall score of 
58 with no score less than 50 
in Reading, Writing, Listening 
and Speaking

A minimum total 
score of 79, with 
21 in writing 
module

All Undergraduate 
courses (except the 
below)

A minimum overall score of 
6.0 with no and less than 6.0 
in each module

A minimum overall score of 
50 with no score less than 50 
in Reading, Writing, Listening 
and Speaking

A minimum total 
score of 60, with 
21 in writing 
module

Bachelor of Nursing/ 
Bachelor of Midwifery/ 
Bachelor of Social Work 

A minimum overall score of 
6.5 with no and less than 6.5 
in each module

A minimum overall score of 
58 with no score less than 58 
in Reading, Writing, Listening 
and Speaking

A minimum total 
score of 80, with 
22 in writing 
module

Bachelor of Pharmacy/ 
Bachelor of Education 
(Graduate Entry)

A minimum overall score of 
6.5 with no  and less than 6.0 
in each module

A minimum overall score of 
58 with no score less than 50 
in Reading, Writing, Listening 
and Speaking

A minimum total 
score of 79, with 
21 in writing 
module

VET Certificate, Diploma 
& Package Courses 

A minimum overall score of 
5.5 with no and less than 5.0 
in each module

A minimum overall score of 
42 with no score less than 36 
in Reading, Writing, Listening 
and Speaking

A minimum total 
score of 46, with 
21 in writing 
module

All International students are required to meet minimum Academic and English 
language entry requirement. 

The information in this publication is correct at the time of printing but may be 
subject to change. For updated entry requirements; visit: cdu.edu.au/International

English Language Entry Requirements

Previous English Language Study 

Students who have studied in English or studied 

English language in their previous studies may meet 

the English language entry requirements if they have 

achieved the grades and qualification required. 

The University accepts other tests as evidence of 

English language proficiency, for more information 

please visit: cdu.edu.au/international/future-

students/entry requirements.

All test scores are valid for two years from the date 

of the test to the date of commencement at CDU, 

unless otherwise specified. 

Students can qualify for entry into CDU courses by 

completing a qualification with one of our partners: 

Navitas English, ATMC, or approved colleges in the 

Academies Australasia network.  

For more information;  

Visit: cdu.edu.au/international

NA* - Not Applicable. If you are having your PTE academic score, you must assign your score to Charles Darwin 
University via your Pearson VUE account.

For more information please visit: cdu.edu.au/international/future-students/entry-requirements
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You will receive one of the 
following Letter of Offer once you 
meet the required admission and 
assessment criteria. 

>> 	Provisional Letter of Offer
>> 	Conditional Letter  

of Offer
>> 	Unconditional Letter  

of Offer

Each letter of offer has 
instructions on what you have 
to do next and on how to accept 
your offer, if applicable. You must 
not use your Letter of Offer to 
apply for a student visa.

As per standard assessment 
process, CDU will assess your 
application against: : 

>> Academic entry 
requirements and Special 
entry requirements  
cdu.edu.au/international/ 
future-students/entry-
requirements

>> English language entry 
requirements 
cdu.edu.au/international/ 
future-students/entry-
requirements

>> The Department of 
Immigration and Border 
Protection (DIBP) Genuine 
Temporary Entrant (GTE) 
and Genuine Student 
(GS) criteria. For more 
information, please visit: 
immi.gov.au/students/-pdf/ 
2011-genuine-temporary-
entrant.pdf 

Meeting the minimum entry 
requirements for a course does not 
guarantee an offer to study at CDU.

The Department of Immigration 
and Border Protection (DIBP) is 
responsible for issuing visas to 
students who wish to study in 
Australia. More information on 
student visa applications can be 
found at: border.gov.au/Trav/Stud

To accept an offer, you are required 
to pay your deposits and submit 
signed copy of Terms of Agreement 
along with requested documents 
if any.  

CDU will issue an Electronic 
Confirmation of Enrolment (eCoE) 
which you must provide to the 
Department of Immigration and 
Border Protection (DIBP) to apply 
for your Australian student visa 
application. You should make sure 
that you meet DIBP’s requirements 
for a student visa before you accept 
an offer and pay any tuition fees.

CDU will send you a Pre-Departure 
and Arrival Guide with information on 
the things to consider when booking 
your travel and arriving in Australia.  

The University will send you 
information about the Compulsory 
International Student Orientation 
in the weeks before the semester 
commences. 

Visit: cdu.edu.au/orientation

Application process

65 4 32 

Charles Darwin University only recruits Genuine Temporary Entrants (GTE) and Genuine Students (GS). 

For more information visit:

Visit: border.gov.au/Trav/Stud/More/Genuine-Temporary-Entrant

Once you choose your course 
considering campus location, major 
study areas, academic and English 
requirements, you may choose one 
of the following ways to submit 
an application to Charles Darwin 
University. 
i.	 To Apply Directly:  

Complete an online 
application submitting 
all relevant supporting 
documents.  
Visit: cdu.edu.au/
international/future-
students/futurestudents-
apply 

ii.	 Apply through one of our 
Authorised Education 
Representatives: Charles 
Darwin University has 
authorised representatives 
in each country that can 
support your admission 
and visa application 
process. Visit: cdu.edu.
au/international/future-
students/agent 

Incomplete applications cannot  
be processed and will be returned  
to you to complete and resubmit.

CHOOSE YOUR 
COURSE & APPLY OFFER ARRIVALVISAACCEPT OFFERASSESSMENT

1 
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Course Information Course Information in the following pages is correct at 

the time of publication. 

Check the website for up-to-date course information. 

Visit: cdu.edu.au/international/future-students/courses

Academic Year Schedule (Higher Education)

The academic year is divided into three semesters, with each semester 16 weeks in duration,  
see academic calendar below.

Semester 1 2018 Semester 2 2018 Summer Semester 2018*

Application deadline 15th Jan 10th June 3rd October

Orientation week 20th Feb 22nd May 20th November

Teaching starts 26th Feb 28th May 26th November

Teaching ends 27th May 26th August 24th February 

The above mentioned dates are subject to change and may vary depending on the course. Please check CDU’s website for updated information.
*Summer Semester intake is only available at Sydney and Melbourne Campuses.
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