


Contents
2, 3  Welcome
4, 5  A Rich Tradition
6, 7  The Setting
8, 9  Facilities
10, 11  Facilities
12, 13  Curriculum
14, 15  Curriculum
16, 17  Religious Programme
18, 19  Student Welfare and Pastoral Care
20, 21  Co-curricular Activities
22, 23  Sport
24, 25  Outdoor Education
26  International Students
27  Partnerships



A Catholic School
• where Faith, Tradition and the Gospel Values are 

paramount

A Friendly College
• where a harmonious partnership is nurtured in a 

caring environment

An Academic College
• where life is well-ordered and high standards of 

participation, behaviour and appearance are the norm

A Modern College
• where staff and students use the latest technology

A Co-Educational College
• where students fl ourish in partnership within a safe 

environment

An Accessible School
• where its coastal location on State Highway 1 allows 

convenient access

A Focus on Human Excellence
• a College where academic, cultural, sporting, creative, 

and social excellence are the norm



Roncalli College is an integrated co-educational 

Catholic Secondary School, situated in Timaru for years 

9-13  students.

Roncalli is the family name of Pope John XXIII, Angelo Giuseppe 

Roncalli. He steered the Church on a path of renewal which 

revitalised Catholic life throughout the world.

As a Catholic College we are proud of the culture that is evident 

in the life of the school. This is the result of the unique spirit 

or character that has been created by the blending of many 

infl uences:



• Its size, 500, which means that each person is known and treated as an individual.

• The Catholic heritage which emphasises the Gospel values as seen in Jesus Christ.

• Its co-educational nature, which adds a richness and balance to the learning environment.

• Its Mercy and Marist traditions of service, concern for the poor, under-privileged and disadvantaged. 

The way we treat our students with kindness, gentleness, courtesy and fi rmness.

These infl uences lead to clear expectations, a safe and secure learning environment.



Roncalli College aims to encourage and enable 

each student to grow in personal spirituality, to a 

deeper understanding of Jesus and the Church, and 

to integrate faith and learning. The opportunity 

is provided for students to develop their Catholic 

identity.

• A Catholic Faith tradition.

• A focus of Catholic Secondary Education in the region.

• A centre of Catholic community.

• A record of academic success.

• A recognition of the place of Maori as Tangata Whenua.

• Past and current New Zealand representatives in sport.

• A background of women and men cooperating together.

• A record of successful preparation for tertiary education 

and employment.

• A tradition of music and other cultural activities.

• A wide range of outdoor pursuits including: rowing, 

climbing, cross country, cycling, kayaking, tramping, 

rugby, soccer and basketball

Our Mission Statement

Within a Catholic environment espousing Gospel 

values, Roncalli College offers quality education which 

challenges, enables and empowers students to strive 

for their potential.





The College is set in 3.21 hectares of grounds on State 

Highway 1 beside the Sacred Heart Basilica.

The College encompasses twelve free standing buildings, 

set out in a campus style. The Technology/Arts complex 

provides a good example of the modern facilities at the 

College. Much of the area is grassed playing fi elds. These, 

with the trees, shrubs and gardens provide an attractive 

setting for teaching and learning.



Within the immediate vicinity there is access to squash courts, a covered 
swimming pool, our near neighbours Sacred Heart Primary School and the 
Aoraki Polytechnic.

The College site is attractive and easily accessible.



The advantage of a small College with specialist 

rooms is that the students have access to these 

resources to enhance their schooling.



• A gymnasium that includes a climbing wall and a personal activities area

• Two information technology suites

• A hall

• A music suite with computer and electronic equipment

• Four science laboratories

• Multi-purpose facility catering for the diverse needs of International Students



• A fully equipped Technology/Arts block including an 

electronics area and a multi materials workshop.

• A Food and Fabric Technology suite.

• A Commercial Kitchen.

• A well resourced library that includes up-to-date 

information technology resources.

• Facilities for individual tuition in English and reading.

• A specialist student support suite.





The diverse learning needs of the students 

are the focus of all aspects of the curriculum 

both inside and outside the classroom.





Roncalli College is registered by the New Zealand 

Qualifi cations Authority to offer a wide range of conventional 

and non-conventional subjects.

Academic achievement in a course of general subjects is the 

basis for later choice and excellence. Students are prepared 

for New Zealand Qualifi cations Authority registered courses. 

Assessment is through NCEA Achievement Standards, Unit 

Standards and other external exams.

The standard courses in Year 9 and 10 are based on the 

seven essential learning areas as defi ned in the New Zealand 

Curriculum Framework. Students in Years 11, 12 and 13 take 

fi ve or more subjects that lead to The National Certifi cate of 

Educational Achievement.

The College also provides programmes for students having 

diffi culty in reading, language, mathematics and other areas. 

This is co-ordinated through a learning support programme. 

Methods include one-to-one tutoring, small group work and 

in class support. Student needs are carefully assessed and 

programmes devised in consultation with parents, teachers 

and the students.

For students who excel, a structured enrichment programme 

is offered in a range of disciplines. 









At Roncalli the well-being and care of students is 

of paramount concern. This is ensured through a 

Pastoral Care and Guidance system.



• A Guidance Counsellor

• Deans for each of the four Houses.

• House Group Teachers who have primary responsibility for student welfare

• Individual Education Programmes for students with additional learning needs

• Qualifi ed teachers and teacher aides who work with students with special needs, talents and abilities

• College Chaplain

• Health Nurse

Roncalli College aims to assist each student in affi rming their identity and developing an awareness of their 

uniqueness. The traditions of the College, as well as the mutual respect shown between staff and pupils, promotes 

a community spirit that underpins the College philosophy.



Publications

Roncalli College Magazine

College Newsletter

Reports for the Timaru Herald

Sports Newsletter

Music Activities

Choir

Orchestra

Chamber Music

Arts Festival

Inter-House Singing

Concert Band

Instrumental tuition

Barbershop Singers

Church Band

Rock Music

Service

The Hillary Award

Peer Support

Peer Tutoring

SADD

Senior School Committees

House Fundraising

Supporting Charitable Organisations 

through public appeals 

As part of the special character of Roncalli College 

a wide range of cultural activities is available.

Competitive Academic Teams

Mathematics

Social Studies

Spelling

General Knowledge

Public Speaking

Scripture Reading

Debating

Bishop Lyons Shield

Speech Competitions

Drama

Theatre Visits

Winter Production

Drama Classes

Shakespeare Festival

Variety Concert







Athletics 

Badminton

Basketball

Bowls

Climbing

Cricket

Cross Country

Cycling

Equestrian

Golf

Hockey

Kayaking

Netball

Rowing

Rugby

Skiing

Soccer

Swimming

Table Tennis

Tennis

Touch Rugby

Volleyball

Students have opportunities to participate in a wide range of sporting codes and 
activities. Coaching is provided and teams play on a regular basis for the College 
in local competitions and inter-school fi xtures.



The pursuit of human excellence and socialisation 

are the keys to our College’s philosophy.

Our nationally regarded and recognised Outdoor 

Education Programme includes:

• Year 10 camp to the Boyle River

• Years 11, 12 & 13 Outdoor Education

• Field Camps

• Leadership Training

• Tramping Trips

• Sailing Voyages

• Kayaking Expeditions





Roncalli College hosts students from a number 

of other countries. These students are offered 

curriculum support, a full ESOL programme and 

the opportunity to sit internationally recognised 

examinations.

Homestays are arranged by the College.

A range of activities is also offered to international 

students outside normal class time.

Full integration into College life is actively 

encouraged.



Elected Bodies

Board of Trustees – BOT

The Board is the policy-making body of the school. It 

consists of fi ve elected members and four members 

appointed by the Proprietor of the college (Bishop of 

the Christchurch Diocese), a staff member, a student 

representative and the Principal. The Board meets on 

the fi rst Monday of each month. Their meetings are 

open to the public.

Parent Teacher Association – PTA

Roncalli College PTA meets on the second Tuesday of 

every month. All parents are welcome. The committee 

takes an active part in supporting the College.

Past-Pupils and Friends Association

This Organisation meets regularly. It includes past-pupils 

of Roncalli College, St Patrick’s High School and Mercy 

College. A database has been developed and regular 

newsletters are published. Contact the College Offi ce 

phone 688 6003 for further information.

Roncalli College Development Foundation Trust

A Trust exists to develop a capital fund for the future of 

the College. Students contribute to this fund through the 

Parents – Partnership Levy. 

Communication

The Principal issues a fortnightly newsletter to the school 

community. Reporting to parents includes the issuing of an 

interim report as well as conferencing sessions throughout 

the year. These are an integral part of our partnership 

programme.



Roncalli College

P.O. Box 138

Wellington Street

Timaru 7940

New Zealand

Phone   64 3 688 6003

Fax    64 3 688 6002

website     http://www.roncalli.school.nz

email      offi ce@roncalli.school.nz
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